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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Mind
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF MALACHI
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Malachi will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Malachi will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Malachi was the author of the book of Malachi , with him and others recording his prophecies during his public ministry.

I. The Title
II. Historical Background
III. Authorship
A. Internal Evidence
B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that the men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 3]

3] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 4]

4] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the kingdom of Israel, the author of the book of Malachi chose to write using the literary style of the ancient prophetic literature. Thus, the book of Malachi is assigned to the literary genre called "prophecy." Included in the genre of prophecy are the three books of the Old Testament major prophets and twelve minor prophets. 

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 5]

5] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Malachi , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Malachi for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
IX. Literary Structure
The book of Malachi is structured as a dialogue between the prophet Malachi and the sinful Jewish people who consistently speak out against God.

I. Title ( Malachi 1:1) - Malachi 1:1 serves as the title of this book of prophecy.

II. Israel's Divine Election (Foreknowledge) ( Malachi 1:2-5) - In Malachi 1:2-5 God condemns Israel for not recognizing their divine election. Paul quotes Malachi 1:2-3 in Romans 9:13 as a supporting text of Israel's election.

III. The Levitical System of Sacrificial Offerings and Teaching the People (Justification and Indoctrination) ( Malachi 1:6 to Malachi 2:9) - In Malachi 1:6 to Malachi 2:9 God condemns the priests of Israel's Levitical system for offering dishonorable sacrifices ( Malachi 1:6 to Malachi 2:2) and for failure to teach the Scriptures to the people ( Malachi 2:3-9). Under the Mosaic Law, this was the way Israel atoned for her sins and remained justified before God.

VII. Conclusion: Promise of Coming Messiah to Restore Israel to God (Glorification) ( Malachi 3:16 to Malachi 4:6) - In Malachi 3:16 to Malachi 4:6 God promises eternal glorification for those who fear Him and the coming of the Messiah, who will turn the hearts of Israel back to God.

X. Outline of Book
Here is a proposed outline of the book of Malachi.

I. Title— Malachi 1:1
II. Israel does not know God's Favor for them— Malachi 1:2-5
III. Israel's Priests do not Honor God in Sacrifices— Malachi 1:6 to Malachi 2:9
IV. Israel Commits Sin in Pagan Marriages & Divorce— Malachi 2:10-16
V. Israel does not know God's Justice— Malachi 2:17 to Malachi 3:6
VI. Israel Robs God in Tithes & Offerings— Malachi 3:7-12
VI. Israel Sees No Profit in Serving God— Malachi 3:13-15
VII. Conclusion: Promise of Messiah & Return to God— Malachi 3:16 to Malachi 4:6
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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-14 

Malachi 1:1 — Title - The opening verse of the book of Malachi serves as its title.

Malachi 1:1 The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.
Malachi 1:1 — Comments - The Dates of Malachi's Ministry Douglas Stuart believes Malachi prophesied around 460 B.C. 6] He is considered the last of the Old Testament prophets because the Hebrew canon closes with the books of Malachi and Esther.

6] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -, Jonah , , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on "General Introduction," and "The Canonical Order of Hosea ,, Joel ,, Amos ,, Obadiah , and Jonah."

Comments - The Manner in which Divine Oracles were Delivered unto the Prophets- God spoke through the Old Testament prophets in various ways, as the author of the epistle of Hebrews says, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets…" ( Hebrews 1:1). The Lord spoke divine oracles ( מַשָּׂא) through the Old Testament prophets in three general ways, as recorded in the book of Hosea , "I have also spoken by the prophets, and have multiplied visions; I have given symbols through the witness of the prophets." ( Hosea 12:10) (NKJV) In other words, the prophets spoke to Israel through the words they received, they described divine visions to the people, and they acted out as divine drama an oracle from the Lord.

(1) The Word of the Lord Came to the Prophets- God gave the prophets divine pronouncements to deliver to the people, as with Hosea 1:1. The opening verses of a number of prophetic books say, "the word of the Lord came to the prophet…" Thus, these prophets received a divine utterance from the Lord.

(2) The Prophets Received Divine Visions- God gave the prophets divine visions ( חָזוֹן), so they prophesied what they saw ( חזה) (to see). Thus, these two Hebrew words are found in Isaiah 1:1, Obadiah 1:1, Nahum 1:1, and Habakkuk 1:1. Ezekiel saw visions ( מַרְאָה) of God.

(3) God Told the Prophets to Deliver Visual Aids as Symbols of Divine Oracles- God asked the prophets to demonstrate divine oracles to the people through symbolic language. For example, Isaiah walked naked for three years as a symbol of Assyria's dominion over Egypt and Ethiopia ( Isaiah 20:1-6). Ezekiel demonstrated the siege of Jerusalem using clay tiles ( Ezekiel 4:1-3), then he laid on his left side for many days, then on his right side, to demonstrate that God will require Israel to bear its iniquities.

Malachi 1:2 I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob"s brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob,
Malachi 1:3 And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness.
Malachi 1:2-3 — Comments - Divine Election- F. F. Bruce tells us that it is not so much the two individual sons of Jacob that are meant in this passage as it is the two nations. 7] In other words, God loved the nation of Israel and hated the nation of Edom.

7] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 46.

In the same sense, it is not so much the individuals that are referred to in Genesis 25:23, when God said that "the elder shall serve the younger," as it is the two nations that will descend from Jacob and Esau. The Scriptures reveal that Esau himself never served Jacob. During the long stretch of biblical history, Edom did in fact serve the nation of Israel a number of times.

Genesis 25:23, "And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger."

F. F. Bruce goes on to explain that the Hebrew thought and speech is making an extreme contrast in these passages for the sake of emphasis. He explains that the Hebrew language (and Aramaic) lacks the abstract words that the Greek language later developed. He uses Luke 14:26 to illustrate this Hebrew way of saying that someone must love God far more than his earthly family. 

Luke 14:26, "If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple."

This is exactly what the parallel passage in Matthew 10:37 says when Jesus tells us that we must love Him more than our parents or children. 

Matthew 10:37, "He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me."

Thus, God was saying that He loved Jacob far more than his closest blood kin. This statement is meant to place emphasis upon the immeasurable love that God has for His people. 

Malachi 1:6 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name?
Malachi 1:6 — Comments - In Malachi 1:6 God justifies His request for honour from Israel based upon the natural principle that a son honours his father and a servant his master. Yet Israel has not honored their God. In a similar argument, Isaiah condemns Israel for not knowing their God based upon the natural principle that a domestic beast knows its particular owner and who feeds him ( Isaiah 1:2-3).

Isaiah 1:2-3, "Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master"s crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider."

Because the Israelites, and in particular their spiritual leaders, the priests and Levites, did not honor God, they did not honour His covenant or His Words. The rest of the book of Malachi will describe how they profaned His Words. The root of all of these problems is that they did not honour Him.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-17 

Malachi 2:13 And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with good will at your hand.
Malachi 2:14 Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.
Malachi 2:14 — Comments- The "wife of thy youth" would be the virgin lady whom a man first marries. The breaking of the woman's hymen and the shedding of this blood would make her the "wife of thy covenant", which is a blood covenant. God will not overlook this blood covenant that was made between a man and a woman.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-18 

Malachi 3:1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 
Malachi 3:1 — "Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me" - Comments- Malachi 3:1 prophesies of the coming of John the Baptist. Mark 1:2 quotes this prophecy in the opening verses of His Gospel.

Mark 1:2, "As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee."

Malachi 3:1 — Comments- Malachi 3:1 makes a reference to the First and Second Coming of Christ Jesus. The prophecy of the coming of John the Baptist to prepare the way of the Lord in Malachi 3:1 a refers to Jesus' First Coming. The prophecy of the Lord coming suddenly into His Temple in Malachi 3:1 b is a reference to Jesus' glorious Second Coming. The phrase "whom ye delight in" may refer to the fact that the Jewish nation will be eagerly looking for and accepting Jesus Christ as their Messiah as His First Coming, although they rejected Him as His First appearance because He came as a suffering Servant. The final phrase "behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts," in Malachi 3:1 c is simply a restatement of His Coming as a way of establishing the certainly of Christ's Coming. 

Malachi 3:6 For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.
Malachi 3:6 — Comments - When God made a covenant with Israel and promises to Abraham, He does not turn from His Word. Otherwise, He would have justification to destroy the children of Israel as He has destroyed the Edomites ( Malachi 1:2-5).

Malachi 3:7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?
Malachi 3:7 — Comments - Pieter Verhoef interprets Malachi 3:7 to refer back to the time of Israel's forefathers until the present, citing a number of Old Testament verses with a similar grammatical construction ( Judges 19:30, 2 Samuel 7:6, 1 Chronicles 17:10, Isaiah 7:17). 8] The Lord is saying that practically from the beginning of the covenant at Mount Sinai, the children of Israel have broken their promises to God in various ways. God remembered every sin that the children of Israel had ever committed. Although the blood of the sacrifices covered those sins so that God's wrath did not fall upon Israel, He would not forget those sins until the day of atonement upon Calvary when His Son Jesus Christ would bear the sins of mankind upon Himself.

8] Pieter A. Verhoef, The Books of Haggai and Malachi , in The New International Commentary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1987), 300-301.

Malachi will soon call Israel back to the Law of Moses, saying, "Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments." ( Malachi 4:4)

Illustration- The Lord once told me, "I respond to you when you respond to me."

Malachi 3:8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.
Malachi 3:8 — Word Study on "rob" - Strong says the Hebrew word "rob" ( קָבַע) (H 6906) means, "to cover, defraud, rob, or spoil." Webster defines the word "defraud" as "to deprive of some right, interest, or property, by a deceitful device."

Malachi 3:8 — Comments- Note that in Malachi 1:6-8, these people were already giving tithes and offerings, but they are not giving their best to God (note Malachi 3:3). These people were giving blemished offerings as a religious practice. They were not giving from the heart.

Malachi 3:9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.
Malachi 3:9 — Comments - God declares that He has been robbed when He does not receive tithes and offerings from Israel. According to the Mosiac Law, the tithe belonged to the Lord ( Leviticus 27:30; Leviticus 27:32). 

Leviticus 27:30, "And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD"S: it is holy unto the LORD."

Leviticus 27:32, "And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD."

Malachi 3:10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
Malachi 3:10 — "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house" - Word Study on "storehouse" - The Hebrew words ( בַּיִת) (house) and ( אוֹצָר) (treasure, threshingfloor, storehouse) used together ( בֵּ֣ית הָאוֹצָ֗ר) in Malachi 3:10 are accurately translated "storehouse." This phrase is unique to the Old Testament Scriptures.

Comments - The Temple in Jerusalem contained many storerooms to keep the offerings dedicated to the Lord. Three times a year the Israelites were commanded to come to Jerusalem to keep the feasts unto the Lord. At this time, many of the Jews brought offerings that were keep in the rooms adjacent to the Temple.

Andrew Wommack says the storehouse was a place where food was stored. This interpretation is supported by the statement, "that there may be meat in mine house." Therefore, he believes the tithe should be given to the place where a person is spiritually fed. It may be a good local church, or it may be a para-church ministry that is teaching the Word of God accurately and feeding him. 9] If a local church is teaching wrong doctrine and not feeding the congregation, a para-church ministry that feeds one spiritually is the better description of the storehouse. He says in the Old Testament, the Jews brought their tithes to the local Levites and priests in their cities. They did not bring all of the tithes to Jerusalem. They brought the tithe to the minister that was feeding them spiritually.

9] Andrew Wommack, "Financial Stewardship: The Tithe," [on-line]; accessed 4March 2013; available from http://www.awmi.net/extra/audio/finance; Internet.

"and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts" - Comments- Mike Murdock says that the Lord's challenge to prove him with the tithe is a practical way that God gives us an opportunity to practice sowing. 10] As we faithfully tithe unto the Lord and see the marvelous results, we will be encourages to take an additional step and give additional sacrificial offerings. Thus, the tithe can be described as the testing ground for a child of God to learn how to give to the Lord.

10] Mike Murdock, interviewed by Rod Parsley, Breakthrough (Columbus, Ohio: Rod Parsley Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program, 23May 2010.

"if I will not open you the windows of heaven" - Word Study on "the windows" - Strong says the Hebrew word "windows" ( אֲרֻבָּה) (H 699) means, "a lattice, a window, a dove-cove (because of its pigeon-holes, a chimney (openings for smoke), a sluice (openings for water)."

Comments- In the KJV, this word is translated eight times as "windows" and one time as "chimney." An appropriate means for this Hebrew word is "opening." J. B. Rotherham translated this word as "sluices" because of the idea of the blessings being "poured from heaven."

Rotherham, "Bring ye all the tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house, Yea, I pray you, put me to the proof hereby, saith Yahweh of hosts, whether I will not open to you the sluices of the heavens, and pour out for you blessing, until there be no room."

Scripture References- Note other verses in the Scriptures where this phrase is used:

Genesis 7:11, "In the six hundredth year of Noah"s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened."

Genesis 8:2, "The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained;"

2 Kings 7:2, "Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God, and said, Behold, if the LORD would make windows in heaven, might this thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof."

2 Kings 7:19, "And that lord answered the man of God, and said, Now, behold, if the LORD should make windows in heaven, might such a thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.

Isaiah 24:18, "And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into the pit; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth do shake."

In contrast, the Scriptures refer to God closing up heaven:

Deuteronomy 11:17, "And then the LORD"S wrath be kindled against you, and he shut up the heaven, that there be no rain, and that the land yield not her fruit; and lest ye perish quickly from off the good land which the LORD giveth you."

Deuteronomy 28:23-24, "And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron. The LORD shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come down upon thee, until thou be destroyed."

1 Kings 8:35, "When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against thee; if they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin, when thou afflictest them:"

2 Chronicles 6:26, "When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against thee; yet if they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin, when thou dost afflict them;"

2 Chronicles 7:13, "If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people;"

Malachi 3:10 — Comments - Abraham gave the first tithe recorded in the Scriptures in Genesis 14:20. While many people of the land were giving tribute to powerful rulers out of fear and compulsion, Abraham chose to give a portion unto God. After Abraham gave this tithe to Melchizedek king of Salem, the Lord appeared to Abraham and assured him that He would protect him and prosper him in the midst of people who survived under tribute and fear. The tithe was such an effect way of worshipping the Lord that He included this principle in the Mosaic Law. Malachi 3:10-11 essentially gives the same promise of the Lord serving as a Shield and Reward to those who tithed when God promised to open the windows of heaven and to rebuke the devourer.

Genesis 14:20, "And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all."

Malachi 3:10 shows the principle of sowing and reaping. If a man says that he will give if he can first get the money, then it is like a farmer waiting for a harvest before he sows. The harvest does not come before sowing ( Genesis 6:7).

Galatians 6:7, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap."

Malachi 3:11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. 
Malachi 3:11 — "saith the LORD of hosts" - Comments- The name of the Lord used in Malachi 3:11 is the Lord of Hosts, or the Lord of the Armies. This means that there is a battle to be fought within the context of this passage. As we look for an adversary, we find him described as the devourer. This refers to Satan at work taking from God's children who are disobedient. The Lord of Hosts will rebuke this devourer when God's children begin to give their tithes and offerings.

Malachi 3:12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.
Malachi 3:10-12 — Comments - Tithes and Offerings- If we do not pay God our tithes, then He will not rebuke the devourer. I have seen a dear relative work hard for many years to save for retirement. Because he drifted away from Church and serving the Lord, and thus, paying his tithe, two divorces have devoured much of his income. (August 9, 1983) He will have money devoured up by the devourer because he is not giving back to God His due tithes.

Malachi 3:15-16 — Comments - The Israelites were not giving tithes or offerings unto the Lord; yet, they were complaining that it was useless to serve Him because they were not being blessed. They saw the material prosperity of those around them with envy, only compounding their sinfulness. The psalmist made a similar observation in Psalm 73:3, "For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked." The prophet Malachi was telling them the source of their lack of prosperity, which was their refusal to give to the Lord so that they could reap His blessings.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-6 

Malachi 4:3 — Comments- Note these insightful words from Mary K. Baxter regarding Malachi 4:3 :

"When the Lord gave me a revelation of hell, I could see with my spiritual eyes that all around my home the Word of God was written in the sky. Around and outside of my home was a great assemblage of angels. Some were sitting, talking among themselves. Another group had a very authoritative look and seemed to be watching. The angels in the third group around the house were standing wingtip to wingtip with their backs toward my home. This last group was composed of the largest angels who all looked like warriors! Each had a large sword at his side. If even a dark shadow tried to creep toward my home, they would pull out their swords and defend my family. Remember, ‘the sword of the Spirit…is the word of God' ( Ephesians 6:17). The Word would come out blazing and go into the enemy. The enemy would be cremated and turned into ashes. The Scripture came to me, ‘The wicked…shall be ashes under the soles of your feet' ( Malachi 4:3). Seeing the Word of God in action continually amazed me." 11]

11] Mary K. Baxter, A Divine Revelation of Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1998), 177.

Malachi 4:5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:
Malachi 4:5 — Comments - The prophecy of Malachi of the coming of Elijah was well known by the first century Jews. Elijah did not taste of physical death, but was raptured into heaven in a fiery chariot ( 2 Kings 2:1-11). The first-century Jews were taught that he would return physically to Israel, as Peter reminded Jesus ( Matthew 17:10). Jesus explained that the coming of John the Baptist fulfilled this prophecy because he came with the anointing of Elijah ( Matthew 17:11-12).

Malachi 4:6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.
Malachi 4:6 — Comments - Mankind has rejected God's call to redemption through natural revelation according to Romans 1:18-31; mankind has rejected God's call to redemption through his conscience according to Romans 2:1-16; and mankind has rejected God's call to redemption through the Mosaic Law according to Romans 2:17 to Romans 3:20. Israel had failed to keep the Law since the time of Moses. Malachi predicts that the dispensation of the Law is coming to a close. When John the Baptist comes and heralds in the Messiah as recorded in the Gospels, men will be born again from Heaven by the Spirit of God. At that time the Spirit of God will write the law in men's hearts ( Jeremiah 31:33-34, Hebrews 8:8-12; Hebrews 10:16-17). The birth of the New Testament Church will usher in mighty moves of God throughout the earth. At the close of this dispensation, the Rapture of the Church will usher in the Great Tribulation Period that preceeds the Second Coming of Christ, at which time th entire earth will fall under the judgment and wrath of Almighty God for rejecting the Gospel of His Son Jesus Christ.

